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urgent necessity that tills error should be corrected, not by
disfranchising men who have enjoyed the franchise, but by subdividing the electorate so as to secure the representation of different classes and Interests by suitable representatives, somewhat on the lines of the scheme which has been adopted for the Legislative Councils.
As to these recent reforms In the Imperial and Provincial Legislative Councils, I believe that their general effect will be to bring the central governments of India generally, and of the Provinces in particular,, Into more perfect touch with the natives of the country ; and they will tend to further developments which the progress of civilisation and of political enlightenment entitle us to expect and desire. I believe also that they have given great satisfaction to moderate men of all classes. I have received from many of my Indian correspondents strong expressions of approval both of the spirit which has animated these reforms, and of the manner in which they have been carried out. On the other hand, I certainly do not believe that the adoption of this scheme will be the end of our difficulties in Indian administration. We have great difficulties to face.
This in Itself Is a great difficulty, that principles of Government are being taught to the educated classes for which the vast body of the people are yet altogether unfit. We must make up our minds to associate the people of the country more and more in Its government in accordance with the royal promise to which I have referred; but we must never forget that we are in India for the sake of the just and righteous government, not of small classes, but of the whole body of the people ; and when I say this I am speaking of the many nations and peoples and tongues, in all stages- of political and social development, which have been committed to our charge in that great Empire.
The task of governing India has never been. easy. I believe that it will probably grow Increasingly more difficult. Certainly the problems with which those who are concerned with the